


























































Americans in Paris;
A Situationist Exchange

For three weeks in May 2011, a class organized by New York 
University’s Steinhardt Art Department is being held at the Centre Saint 
Charles of  the Paris 1 Panthéon - Sorbonne University, to consider the 
legacy of  Situationist ideas about art and politics for artists and students 
working at this historical moment. Forty-three years ago, in 1968, the 
Sorbonne was the central staging area for a student-instigated rebellion, 
alternately referred to as the May Rebellion, or the Occupations 
Movement, which led to wildcat strikes which shut down Paris and 
very nearly brought down the De Gaulle government. We return to 
the Sorbonne now to consider how the Situationist’s ideas might have 
meaning for contemporary students and faculty

The class has very much been a “dérive” bringing together a diverse 
groups of  students from the US and Paris, to create a series of  
discussions, actions and artworks which have been spontaneous and, 
we hope in the end, passionate. 

This book represents the lecture notes from the initial class sessions, 
and will be followed by an appendix containing student and faculty 
responses and work from the class. We thank the Sorbonne’s faculty and 
students for participating in this project, with Special appreciation to 
Professor Yann Toma, and his colleagues to offering us this opportunity.

Nancy Barton and Michael Cohen






